
Lou Barsky, long time board member, is moving 
on, and the Florence Project is losing the important 
contribution of a wise brother. His counsel, for the 
more than ten years he served on the board, always 
delivered sotto voce, never self-inflating or grandiose, 
was always incisive and practical, with concentration 
on solving the problem at hand.

Born in New York to poor, eastern European Jewish 
immigrants, Lou’s observations of  the environment 
he grew up in set him on the path of activism 
for social justice early in life. As a young lawyer 
he became legal counsel to CORE in Long Island, 
struggling to overcome the resistance of a majority 
reluctant to accept social change in conditions that 
were testy and sometimes violent.

Even during the years of trying to establish a law 
practice, seeking business opportunities and raising 
a family, Lou’s activism remained a vital part of his 
life. His success  permitted him to retire from active 
business in 1985. One of the first things he did in 
“retirement” was to volunteer for an agricultural work 
brigade; picking cotton in contra-menaced Nicaragua. 
He went again two years later as a volunteer for 

Witness for Peace. He studied Spanish in Antigua and 
drove in a convoy to Chiapas for Pueblo Por la Paz to 
deliver much needed supplies.

Lou Barsky with generous supporter and son Neil Barksy

Lou came to live in Tucson in 1994 and became 
involved with CASA. As a surrogate parent for a young 
Guatemalan immigrant, Lou became outraged when 
he was denied a visit with his young charge, then 
held in Eloy. He was introduced to the Project through 
Andrea Black, our then Executive Director, who was 

leading us into involvement with the prison at Eloy. 
Lou joined our board shortly thereafter. While always 
realistic about the practical problems we faced, his 
was a consistent voice in encouraging us to expand 
our reach. And, with his and his family’s financial 
generosity and his gentle prodding, he stimulated 
others to dare more for the Project.

Many in Lou’s circumstances would see a horizon 
bounded by a golf course and languorous lunches. 
Instead, he has plunged into his next chapter of social 
activism, this time involving helping students from 
poor families stay in school. Single-handedly, he has 
developed an organization and secured funding for 
cash stipends for hundreds of Tucson students, at risk 
because of their poverty. Modeled after a successful 
program in England, Lou envisions his effort as a 
pilot, that when proven successful, will spread widely 
with public funding.

We say goodbye to our brother, Lou, and thank him 
for all he has done for the Project, and with un fuerte 
abrazo, wish him well in the future.

—Submitted by Saul Diskin, Board Member

Music, nearly 300 works of art, dance performances 
and refreshments livened up the Arizona State 
University College of Public Programs at the new ASU 
Downtown Phoenix campus on Friday, November 3 
when the College opened its doors to the public as 
part of the First Friday art walk celebration.

“For our Eyes” is a unique display of more than 100 
pieces depicting the work of Arizona nonprofits and 
community organizations. Pieces will be displayed in 
the hallways of the Downtown campus throughout 
the school year.

The artwork of some of the children detained by ICE 
in Phoenix is showcased in the exhibit. The Detained 
Immigrant & Refugee Children’s Initiative of the 
Florence Project is the only free legal service provider 
to all 160 children in immigration detention in 
Arizona and has worked with the five young artists 
whose work is on display. Through their artwork 
these children are able to share their life stories, 
talents and their dreams.
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The Florence Project Pro Bono Program was re-implemented in September 2006 
with the addition of a full time pro bono coordinator.  The program’s goal is to 
provide detained individuals with better access to counsel.  The need for pro 
bono counsel is overwhelming given that approximately 90% of detainees go 
unrepresented due to poverty.  To try to meet this need, we are actively recruiting, 
training and mentoring pro bono attorneys to represent detainees in removal 
proceedings in Florence, Eloy, and Phoenix and on appeals before the Board of 
Immigration Appeals and Ninth Circuit.  Since September, we have recruited 17 
new pro bono attorneys and have conducted two CLE trainings on political asylum, 
cancellation of removal and special immigrant juvenile status.  

Pro bono attorneys make an invaluable contribution to the mission of the Florence 
Project given our small staff and the number of adults and children we serve in 
detention every day.  Our network of pro bono attorneys it makes it possible to 
represent more individuals through the final stage of their legal proceedings.  This 
not only vastly increases the client’s chance of winning it also allows him or her to 
have an advocate to help navigate them through a legal process that is incredibly 

confusing and frightening.  Pro bono attorneys, in turn, have the opportunity to 
learn immigration law in 
a supervised setting, gain 
courtroom experience, 
develop a meaningful 
client relationship, 
and make a profound 
difference in the lives of 
their client and family 
members.    

From Perkins Coie Brown and Bain: Colin Ahler, new pro bono attorney 
and Chuck Blandard, Board Vice-President

If you are interested in volunteering with the Florence Project as a pro bono 
attorney or learning more about the program please contact Lindsay Marshall at 
lmarshall@firrp.org or 520-868-1091 x124. 

Immigration law is complex and an overwhelming administrative system to 
navigate.  The majority of the children served by the Florence Project have 
overcome tremendous obstacles to reach the United States.  Their life stories are 
quite often difficult to hear and their legal cases are challenging even for the best 

immigration lawyer. Mr. Tobin bravely stepped 
into an area of law that is not his specialization 
and has been an instrumental voice in the 
Children’s Initiative and in the cases he has 
represented.

One such example is the case of a young 
indigenous Guatemalan boy. Beginning in 
January 2006, Mr. Tobin expressed his interest 
in volunteering with the Children’s Initiative. In 

February 2006, the Children’s Attorney identified a 17 year-old Guatemalan boy 
who was eligible for a Special Immigrant Juvenile (SIJ) visa.  The boy had survived 
years of abuse at the hands of his father. His mother had died when he was about 
two years old and his only sister died when she was six months old. Primarily his 
paternal grandmother raised him; his father resided in the home and abused both 
of them extensively. 

Over the course of two weeks in early May 2006, Mr. Tobin worked furiously with 
the Children’s Attorney to ensure that the boy’s case was heard. Not only did Mr. 
Tobin secure emergency hearing dates with the state and immigration courts, 
he worked with the Guatemalan consulate to obtain the child’s original birth 
certificate, completed the required service of process on the boy’s abusive father in 
Guatemala and even donated funds to pay for an application fee. 

A strong bond was formed between attorney and client as the child relied on Mr. 
Tobin not only for legal assistance, but also emotional and spiritual strength. Mr. 
Tobin stood his ground despite obstacles in the administrative quagmire of the 
immigration office.  Together with the boy, they waited in line at the immigration 

office for hours until they were allowed in for fingerprints and an interview.  All 
the while Mr. Tobin maintained his sense of fairness and justice for the boy who 
had experienced so much in his short life. 

Finally, on May 12, 2006, the boy was granted his lawful permanent resident 
card—just two days before his eighteenth birthday.

Mr. Tobin has been an innovator in developing the legal template for children 
seeking special immigrant juvenile status. He worked extensively with the 
Children’s Attorney, the Attorney General’s office, the Department of Economic 
Security and other experienced family law attorneys. Mr. Tobin’s work in this 
case will now serve as an example to other volunteer attorneys for the Children’s 
Initiative. Mr. Tobin has agreed to serve as a mentor, and provide training to others.  

Mr. Tobin also encountered obstacles in the special immigrant juvenile status 
visa process. For example, some of the children would win legal protection, but 
would still be without homes. Mr. Tobin reached out to community based religious 
organizations for support and has been moving forward a relationship that he 
hopes will lead to community support for more immigrant and refugee children 
who receive legal protection in the United States. In the process, not only is he 
looking to new solutions for these children, but he is also raising awareness about 
the plight of these children to the community.

Mr. Tobin’s experience, legal skills and perseverance made the first SIJ case in 
several years at the Florence Project successful. The young man, now a lawful 
permanent resident of the U.S., will forever remember Mr. Tobin and the Children’s 
Attorney for their commitment to his case. Now living with a community sponsor, 
this young man was able to enter JobCorps and began working part-time at 
Walmart. He saves his earnings, studies English, and enjoys writing poems and 
short stories, although his ambition is to be an engineer. Mr. Tobin has positively 
impacted the lives of many children and has demonstrated the true American 
spirit of service to these highly vulnerable refugee and immigrant children.

NEW PRO BONO PROGRAM

RIC TOBIN: ADVOCATE FOR IMMIGRANT CHILDREN
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Most people know that a baby born in the United States is a United States citizen.  
Most people also know that a legal immigrant to the United States may apply to 
naturalize as a United States citizen after a certain number of years of residence in 
the country. What many do not realize, however, is that a non-naturalized person 
who was born in another country could still be a United States citizen. What even 
fewer realize is how many such United States citizens are currently in ICE detention 
and in removal proceedings. Florence Project staff meets people weekly detained 
in Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) custody who are United States 
citizens, most of whom without even knowing it. In 2006, the staff helped 28 
people win their citizenship cases.

For example, Amir was born in Sudan to Sudanese parents. When Amir was a child, 
he and his parents immigrated legally to the United States. Just months before 
Amir eighteenth birthday, both of his parents were sworn in as naturalized United 
States citizens. Without knowing it, Amir derived his parents’ new citizenship at 
the time they were sworn in, and is now a United States citizen. Amir has been 
detained in Eloy for a year and a half. The Immigration Judge misread the date on 
Amir’s translated birth certificate and ordered him removed. After the Florence 
Project submitted a motion to reconsider on Amir’s behalf, the Immigration Judge 
terminated proceedings. However, as ICE indicated that it will appeal the judge’s 
decision, Amir remains in custody.

Gilberto was born in México to Rose, a native United States citizen. Rose returned 
to the United States after Gilberto was born and he was raised in México by his 
Mexican grandmother. When Gilberto reached adulthood, Rose filed a petition for 

him, and he immigrated as a lawful permanent resident. After being convicted 
of drug possession, Gilberto was put in removal proceedings detained for several 
months awaiting hearings. After discussing his case with the Florence Project, he 
learned that, at the time of his birth in México, he acquired the nationality of his 
mother. José Luis was born a United States citizen. The Florence Project convinced 
the Immigration Judge to release Gilberto on his own recognizance, and convinced 
ICE to change its position and dismiss removal proceedings against him.

Orlando was pulled over in Tucson for a traffic violation. When the officer asked 
Orlando where he was from, Orlando explained that he was born in the United 
States and showed the officer his birth certificate, issued by the state of Arizona, 
along with his photo identification. The officer did not believe Orlando and 
arrested him. Eventually Orlando was placed in removal proceedings. Orlando was 
detained for two months while the Immigration Judge gave ICE more and more 
time to discredit the birth certificate. The Immigration Judge finally terminated 
proceedings against Orlando, but not before he had lost his job and his apartment 
as a result of his time in detention.

These are just three of the many stories that Florence Project staff hear on 
a weekly basis. In addition to our work in the detention centers, the Project 
will soon begin working with local community organizations to reach out to 
foreign-born people who may have valid claims to United States citizenship. By 
helping people pursue their citizenship claims before they are placed in removal 
proceedings, we hope to avoid the needless detention that Gilberto, Amir, Orlando, 
and countless others have had to endure.
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DETAINED US CITIZENS BY RACHAEL KEAST, ELOY STAFF ATTORNEY

2006 FIRRP VOLUNTEERS
The Florence Project held its 5th 
Annual Volunteer Recognition 
Event on November 16, 2006 at 
Lewis & Roca in Phoenix, Arizona.  

ASU Immigration Law Clinic receives 
special recognition for commitment to
Pro Bono representation

Our sincere thanks to all of the volunteer interpreters, lawyers, doctors, students 
and others who assist the Florence Project and support the thousands of detained 
immigrant men, women and children in Arizona.  On behalf of the immigrants, 
refugees and asylum seekers we serve, thank you!

Special thanks to all at Lewis & Roca for hosting the event!
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Phoenix radio station La Buena Onda 1190am and El Break morning show hosted a fundraiser at the Rio Sabor Brazil restau-
rant for formerly detained children now living in Phoenix. Through the hard work of the Children’s Initiative attorneys, five 
young adults are now free living in Phoenix and pursuing college degrees. At the event that took place on December 20th, 
community members generously donated $1,000 to help these young boys and girls pay for some of their education- related 
expenses. The evening was filled with music, dancing, food and friends. Special thanks to Luis Avila and Nuvia Enriquez of La 
Buena Onda for their efforts in coordinating this worthwhile and fun evening!

FIRRP created the Torch of Justice Society to provide individuals with the 
opportunity to support FIRRP at higher financial levels and supply donors with 
certain benefits at all giving levels. All 2007 individual donations will be recognized 
with these levels.

FIRRP relies on the generous support of individuals, corporations, and foundations 
in order to provide its multitude of legal and social services. If you wish to make a 
tax-deductible donation, please visit our website www.firrp.org.

BENEFACTOR OF JUSTICE LEVEL ($500 and over annual contribution) 
 B E N E F I T S :  
ß Listing as a Benefactor of Justice for all FIRRP activities throughout the year 
ß Invitation to all special/private receptions held during the year 
ß FIRRP Logo item 
ß Subscription and recognition in FIRRP newsletter 
ß Copies of special reports published by FIRRP
ß Recognition on Donor Page of website 

ADVOCATE LEVEL ($250 - $499 annual contribution) 
 B E N E F I T S :  
ß Listing as an Advocate for all FIRRP activities throughout the year 
ß Invitation to all special/private receptions held during the year 
ß Subscription and recognition in FIRRP newsletter 
ß Copies of special reports published by FIRRP
ß Recognition on Donor Page of website 

SENTINEL LEVEL ($100 - $249 annual contribution) 
 B E N E F I T S :  
ß Listing as a Sentinel for all FIRRP activities throughout the year 
ß Subscription and recognition in FIRRP newsletter 
ß Copies of special reports published by FIRRP 
ß Recognition on Donor Page of website 

PARTNER LEVEL (up to $100 annual contribution) 
 B E N E F I T S :  
ß Listing as a Partner for all FIRRP activities throughout the year 
ß Subscription and recognition in FIRRP newsletter 
ß Recognition on Donor Page of website 

NOCHE DE PAZ FUNDRAISER FOR FORMERLY 
DETAINED CHILDREN A SUCCESS

TORCH OF JUSTICE SOCIETY 
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The Florence Project is pleased to announce the 

following staff additions:

MAX GARCIA, Social Service Coordinator

Max started with the Florence Project in March 
2007. He graduated with a BA in Philosophy from 
the University of San Francisco. His work experience 
includes Case Manager for Youth Family and 
Enrichment Services, Family Advocate for Wu Yee 
Children’s Services and International Human Rights 
Accompanier in Guatemala.

RACHAEL KEAST, Eloy Staff Attorney

Rachael started in August 2006. She worked as an 
immigration paralegal before starting law school at 
UC Hastings. During law school, she interned at the 
SF Immigration Court, at the Center for Gender & 
Refugee Studies, and at Van Der Hout, Brigagliano & 
Nightingale. After law school, she returned to the SF 
Immigration Court as an attorney advisor.

ELISE MCCAFFREY, Children’s Legal Assistant 

Elise started with the Florence Project in November 
2006. She received her BA in Visual Arts from 
Brown University and Masters in Intercultural 
Service, Leadership and Management from the 
School of International Training. In between college 
experiences, she lived in Guatemala teaching English 
for 9 months.

LINDSAY MARSHALL, Pro Bono Coordinator

Lindsay started in September 2006. She received 
her BA in Political Science from the University of 
Michigan, JD from Northwestern University, and 
Masters in Criminal Justice Policy from the London 
School of Economics, where she studied global 
trends in immigration detention. She spent 3 years 
practicing general litigation in the DC office of Perkins 
Coie and working on immigration pro bono cases. 

MELISSA MUNDT, Florence Legal Assistant 

Melissa started with the Project in August 2006. 
She graduated from Macalester College with a BA in 
History with an emphasis in Latin American Studies. 
Since 2004, she has served as Field Coordinator at the 
Chiapas Peace House Project in Mexico. 

LAURA POLSTEIN, Eloy Legal Assistant 

Laura started in August 2006. She graduated from 
Grinell College in 2004 and worked as an immigration 
paralegal for two years at Sanctuary for Families, an 
organization serving domestic violence victims in 
New York City.

CHRISTINA L. POWERS, Florence Staff Attorney

Christina started in August 2006. She received a 
BS in Political Science and BA in Philosophy from 
the University of Iowa and her JD from Georgetown 
University. In 2004, she interned with the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Costa 
Rica. She recently united in marriage with Stentor 
Danielson in a small ceremony with the Justice of the 
Peace of Florence.

LIZ SWEET, Children’s Staff Attorney

Liz returned to the Project in September 2006, after 
previously interning with the Eloy team in 2004. 
She received her BA in International Studies from 
the School for International Training and a JD from 
Northeastern University. In addition to interning 
at FIRRP, Liz also did legal internships with Van Der 
Hout Brigagliano & Nightingale, the ACLU-Immigrant 
Rights Project and Greater Boston Legal Services 
Immigration Unit. She also has lived and worked in 
Mexico. 

New office located at 2601 North Highway 79 in Florence

STAFF CORNER
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FLORENCE
PROJECT 
SERVICES 

In 2006, the Florence Project provided:

ß Know Your Rights presentations to 9,110 men,  
 women, and children in detention
ß In-depth case assessment and follow up   
 services to 3,552 people
ß Intensive pro se assistance to 3,093 people 
ß Representation at bond hearings to 57 people
ß Case assessment and follow up services to 
 1,278 children
ß Assistance or representation to 28 people in  
 their merits hearings to seek legal status in the US

Additionally:

ß 53 cases were referred for pro bono 
 representation
ß 101 volunteers assisted in Florence’s mission



INDIVIDUALS
Mr. and Mrs. John Aguilar
Ms. Dabney Altaffer
Mr. Peter Eisner & Ms. Barbara Atwood
Ms. Mary Avenmarg
Ms. Gaile Eby Baack
Ms. Kristin E. Baack
Mrs. Corinne J. Bagatell
Mr. Dan L. Bagatell & Ms. Anne Gelb
Mr. John G. Barnes
Mr. Neil S. Barsky & Ms. Joan S. Davidson
Louis Barsky, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bartels
Ms. Jean Beal
Ms. Lauren Beigel Liddy
Mr. Jose M. Bermudez
Mr. Frederick Berry, Jr., P.C.
Ms. Andrea G. Black
Ms. Ann Garfield Black
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Blanchard
Mr. David Jeremy Bodney
Mr. and Mrs. John Bouma
Mr. Blair M. Boyd
Mr. Steven Brabant
Ms. Judith Broder & Mr. Florence Wagner
Mr. Tom Broderick
Paul Bucky
Mr. Brent Bunnell
Ms. Barbara Burstein
Ms. Judi A. Butterworth
Family Caballero
Mr. Dan Calihan
Mr. Kevin P. Calihan
Ms. Jacqueline Callender
Mr. and Mrs. Jose Cardenas
Mr. & Mrs. Lucy Carstens
Mr. Jose A. Castro
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey S. Cates
Ms. Liliana P. Cerullo
Ms. Elsa D. Cole
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Conway
Mr. Scott J. Cooley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cooper
Mr. R. Craig Coppola
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Cosgrove
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Culp
Mr. Gregg Curry
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew P. Daughters
Mr. Thomas Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Dino DeConcini
Mr. Frank J. Demeter, Jr.
Ms. Margaret R. Diaz
Mr. Saul Diskin
Ms. Roxanne Doty
Mr. Christopher J. Eastoe
Mr. and Mrs. August Eckhardt
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Eckstein

Pastor Norman & Clarice Eitrheim
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Elliott
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Escobar
Mr. James Espinosa
Ms. Sandy Fagan
Mrs. Betty G. Feinberg
Mrs. Norma Feldman
Mr. Terry E. Fenzl
Mr. Noel A. Fidel
Ms. Ruth G. Finn, Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Fisk
Ms. Judy C. Flanagan
Mr. John B. Forrest Jr.
Mr. Cheryl Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Friedman
Mr. and Mrs. Gaylan Friesenborg
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey L. Gage
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Gaskin II
Mr. Jeffrey S. Geyser
Ms. Barbara Goddard
Mr. and Mrs. Goldsmith
Tonda Gorton
Mr. Alvin Grancell
Mr. and Mrs. N. Douglas Grimwood
Ms. Rachel Groneck
Mr. and Mrs. Rafael Guillen
Dr. Joseph Gutman
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Larry A. Hammond
Mr. John R. Hannah & Ms. Kendra Tollackson
Ms. Patsy Hansel
Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. Harrison
Mrs. Ellen G. Harrison
Ms. Angese N. Haury
Ms. Leticia Hernandez
Vance & Nancy Hicks Marshall
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Hoffman
Ms. Celeste Howard
Hon. Andrew D. Hurwitz
Mr. Bram Jacobson
Mrs. Carolyn Johnson
Karcis and Seward Household
Ms. Cynthia Kelly
Ms. Laura H. Kennedy
Mr. Stanley Kesselman
Ms. Natalie Kilburn
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. King
Mr. & Mrs. David A. King
Ms. Alice Kingsnorth
Ms. Margaret E. Kirch
Mr. Yuri Kondo
Mr. and Mrs. Dick G. Korich
Mr. Daniel M. Kowalski & Ms. Rebecca A. Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. George Krebs
Mr. Ira J. Kurzban
Mr. David Laird & Ms. Helen Ingram
Mr. David Lancz

Mr. David Lansky & Mrs. Renee T. Ward-Lansky
Mr. Daniel Larios-Requeno
Mr. and Mrs. Harmon Leete
Dr. Leslie Leighninger
Mr. Christian P. Lenz & Ms. Dayna C. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Leonard
Mr. Randy Levin
Dr. Jonathan Levy
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond F. Maldoon
Rev. Edward Maloney
Lynn Marcus
Mr. and Mrs. Alan A. Matheson
Mrs. Carolyn Matthews
Mr. Elliott McCarty
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. McGarry
Ms. Patricia Lee McGrath
Ms. Nancy Jo Merritt
Mr. Frederic F. Milne, Jr.
Mr. James Moeller
Mrs. Dorothy Montgomery
Ms. Nancy Myers
Ms. Lara Nafziger
Ms. Mary W. Navarro
Pastor Robert M. Nervig
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Norgard Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. William Novotny
Mr. Chris Nugent, Sr.
Mr. Christopher Nugent
Ms. Elizabeth Packard
Mr. Jose S. Padilla
Mr. and Mrs. Howard N. Peters
Mr. Amaury Portela
Ms. Jessica Rachel Porter
Ms. Jacquelyn Powers
Mr. Keith W. Ragan
Aram A. Renish
Ms. Denise D. Resnik
Ms. Carmen Maria Rey
Mrs. Barbara K. Rider
Mr. Arturo Rosales and Ms. Graciela Serrano-Rivas
Mr. Adam R. Rosenblatt
Ms. Carla Zingarelli Rosenlicht
Dr. Jerzy Rozenblit
Ms. Jean P. Saliman & Ms. Gail Gibbon
Ms. Claire Sargent
Mr. Gary V. Scales
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Scarboro
Mr. William M Schwartz
Ms. Diane Sheets
Mr. & Mrs. George Shiras
Mr. Peter Shiras
Mrs. Kristin Siciliano
Ms. Mary E. Sigler
Ms. Mary Sigler
Mr. Thomas Silberman
Ms. Margarita Silva
Mr. Andrew Silverman & Ms. Starr Sanders

FLORENCE PROJECT SUPPORTERS 2006

LA LÍNEA  |  SPRING 2007   6



Ms. Alice Snell
Mr. and Mrs. Craig W. Soland
Rev. and Mrs. Richard Staats
Steele/Fajkowski
Dr. and Mrs. Maury B. Stern
Ms. Janet S. Story
Layne K. Stromwell, Ph.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Sturr
Mr. Shane Swindle
Mrs. Pearl Mao Tang
Mr. Edward M. Thompson
Ms. Carolyn Trowbridge
Ms. Cecilia M. Valenzuela
Ms. Elly Van Gelderen
Ms. Amy Walker
Mr. and Mrs. James Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Warden
Mrs. Elizabeth Welsh
Mr. Daniel Wilch
Mr. Matt J. Wilch
Ms. Cheryl B. Willis
Ms. Paige Winslett & Mr. Stephen Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Woods
Richard & Suzie Yanez
Mr. Robert Young

CORPORATIONS
Borderlinks
DFD CornoyerHederick
E & F Investment Company
JFRCO, Inc.
Lesco Optical
Park West Partners LLC

Primary Consultants
Ryan Companies US, Inc.
Salt River Project
Security Title Agency
Soroptimist International of Phoenix, Inc.
SprayGraphic
SunCor Development Company
The Strategic Issues Management Group
Wildflower Bread Company

FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS
Faith Presbyterian Church
Little Chapel of All Nations
Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service
Presbyterian Church USA
Prebytery of the Grand Canyon
St. Michael and All Angels
Valley Presbyterian Church
Westminster Presbyterian Church

FOUNDATIONS
APS Foundation
Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education
Howard G. Buffet Foundation
Hispanics in Philanthropy
Holder Family Foundation
William & Ina Levine Foundation
H.S. Lopez Family Trust Philanthropic Fund
MGR Foundation
National Lawyers Guild
C.W. & Modene Neely Charitable Foundation
Oppenheiner Family Trust
Public Welfare Foundation

Silicon Valley Bank Foundation
Stardust Foundation, Inc.
Steele Foundation, Inc.

LAW FIRMS
Law Offices of Emilia Banuelos
Law Offices of Garry B. Bryant, PC
Chandler & Udall, LLP
Coppersmith Gordon Schermer Owens & Nelson, PLC
Law Office of John E. Crow
Gallagher & Kennedy
Goldman & Goldman
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Law Offices of Jennifer Huang, PC
Keller Rohrback, PLC
Law Office of Felicity Mason
Osborn Maledon
Mr. Anthony Pelino
Perkins Coie Brown & Bain
Piccaretta & Davis, PC
Law Office of John D. Shaw
Snell & Wilmer
Steptoe & Johnson, LLP
Tancer Law Firm, PLC

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

We have listed 2006 donations only. Please let us know 
if you believe your name has been omitted in error so 
that we can correct any mistakes. All 2007 donations 
will be listed in the next newsletter.

TO DONATE TO THE FLORENCE PROJECT:
Mail a check or money order to:
The Florence Project
P.O. Box 654
Florence, AZ 85232

Visit our website and contribute via PayPal:
www.firrp.org

TO VOLUNTEER FOR THE FLORENCE PROJECT:
Call or email Jacquelyn Ahrenberg:
jahrenberg@firrp.org
520.868.0191 x106

TO CONTACT THE FLORENCE PROJECT OR TO 
SCHEDULE A VISIT:
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 654
Florence, AZ 85232
T: 520.868.0191
F: 520.868.0192
www.firrp.org

HOW TO DONATE
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ABOUT THE FLORENCE PROJECT
The Florence Project’s work is carried out primarily 
through four programs: the Florence “Justice and 
Efficiency” Model, the Eloy Pro Se Model, the 
Detained Immigrant and Refugee Children’s Initiative, 
and the Integrated Social Services Program. As part 
of its direct legal services, the Project has created 
“Know Your Rights” videos and self-representation 
packets as an educational resource for non-profit 
service providers and detained people nationwide. 
Nationally, the Florence Project advocates for positive 
change in federal policies and practices towards those 
detained and it serves as a resource-development 
and training center for detention program “best 
practices.” The Florence Project undertakes its 
national advocacy through membership in the 
Detention Watch Network, a coalition of more than 
100 nonprofit organizations work with the men, 
women, and children who are held in the U.S. as 
immigration detainees.

MISSION AND VISION
The Florence Immigrant and Refugee RightsProject, 
Inc., “Florence Project,” provides holistic, free legal 
and social services to immigrants, refugees, and U.S. 
citizens detained by the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) in Arizona for immigration 
processing. The Florence Project serves men, women, 
and children, including those with mental health 
and social service needs. The Project believes that 
everyone should understand their rights and options 
under immigration law and have access to legal 
counsel. Although the government assists indigent 
criminal defendants and civil litigants through 
public defenders and legal aid attorneys, it does not 
provide attorneys for people facing deportation. The 
Project strives locally and nationally to address this 
inequity, working toward a more just and efficient 
judicial system for the rapidly increasing numbers of 
individuals in immigration detention.

TO DONATE TO THE FLORENCE PROJECT:
Mail a check or money order to:
The Florence Project
P.O. Box 654
Florence, AZ 85232
Visit our website and contribute via PayPal:
www.firrp.org
TO VOLUNTEER FOR THE FLORENCE PROJECT:
Call or email Jacquelyn Ahrenberg:
jahrenberg@firrp.org
520.868.0191 x106
TO CONTACT THE FLORENCE PROJECT OR TO 
SCHEDULE A VISIT:
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 654
Florence, AZ 85232
T: 520.868.0191
F: 520.868.0192
www.firrp.org
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