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Senior Staff Attorney, Holly Cooper, in 
collaboration with Kathy Brady and Angie 
Junck of the Immigrant Legal Resource 
Center and Beth Houck of the Maricopa 
County Public Defender’s Office created 
a chart of the immigration consequences 
for each of the Arizona criminal statutes. 
Also, laying the groundwork for the chart 
was Ryan Moore a former student at the 
University of Arizona School of Law and 
now public defender with Pima County. The 
chart was a yearlong joint effort which has 
finally been completed and is available on 
the Florence Project’s website.

The chart is critical for public defenders. 
Now, defenders can review the potential 
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In December 2005, the U.S. House of Representative 
passed H.R. 4437 and the U.S. Senate is preparing 
to consider these sweeping changes to U.S. 
immigration law. This legislation would have a 
devastating effect on immigrant communities 
across the country. In addition to criminalizing 
undocumented immigrants, it is chock full of 
harmful detention and removal provisions. 
We urge supporters, advocates and concerned 
members of the community to take immediate 
action to stop this legislation. 

The following are some examples of how current 
proposals in the Senate and H.R. 4437 leave 
immigrants without any protection of basic human 
rights:

• Creates a new federal crime of unlawful presence
 so broad it would include nearly every violation,
 however minor, technical or unintentional
 Expanding the definition of an aggravated felony
 to include such minor offenses would lead to the
 tragic separation of families. 

• Under the bill, even charitable workers could face
 federal prison time. The bill would expand the
 definition of ‘smuggling’ to include those who

On January 22, 2005, the staff of the 
Florence Project moved into their new 
office. The building is the result of capital 
campaign donations and donated labor 
and material from local construction, 
contractors and tradespeople. Special 
thanks to the hard work of the Board 
of Directors, former Executive Director 
Andrea Black and former Development 
Director Dayna Anderson.

Come see our New Home!
Join our staff and family of supporters to celebrate
FIRRP’s new office in Florence!
Friday, March 31, 2006      6:00pm–9:00pm
2601 North Highway 79 Florence, Arizona
Light appetizers and drinks served. Ribbon cutting at 7pm.

 help immigrants with ‘reckless disregard’ for status.
 This would penalize charitable workers, churches,
 social services agencies, legal services agencies and
 innocent family members. 

Proposed Senate legislation: 
• Overturns an important Supreme Court decision
 that protects the basic rights of immigrants not to
 be indefinitely detained without review by a judge. 

• Increases mandatory detention. They would
 require an incredibly huge expansion of a costly
 and overcrowded system that is already rife with
 abuse.

• Expands the highly discredited “aggravated felony”
 category to include crimes based on negligent
 conduct and more crimes for which no court
 ever imposed a prison term. By adding them to
 this category however, the bill makes these
 convictions grounds for permanent separation of
 parents from their children. 

• Creates a guilty until proven innocent rule for
 immigrants alleged to have “aggravated felony”
 convictions, even if they are detained, have no
 access to counsel, and are being charged with

 deportability for acts that are decades old and for
 which there are no public records.
 
 • Increases the use of expedited removal. Non
 citizens subject to expedited removal do not
 receive a hearing and they are denied access to
 family and legal counsel. According to a recent
 report by an international commission, expedited
 removal has already resulted in the wrongful
 removal of refugees, trafficking victims and even
 U.S. citizens. 

 • Bypasses removal hearings and allows individual
 immigration officers to make complex legal
 judgments with respect to people arrested in the
 interior of the country. 

Such drastic changes to immigration laws should not 
be done without open and responsible debate. Please 
take action by contacting your senators, speaking to 
your local media, and informing your community 
about these proposals. For more information about 
this legislation visit the Detention Watch Network 
website, www.detentionwatchnetwork.org or the 
American Immigration Lawyer’s Association, www.
aila.org. 

Take Action! Immigration Proposals that Threaten Families and Human Rights

PROUD, PROUD DAY!

The over-3000 square foot building provides office spaces and meeting areas for the 
current staff with room to grow.

Please RSVP to Michele Dando: 
520-868-0191 x105 • mdando@firrp.org

Florence Project Creates Public Defender Chart on 
Immigration Consequences of Arizona Crimes

immigration ramifications of each Arizona 
statute. Public defenders are already 
inundated with insurmountable caseloads. 
The chart seeks to provide quick, accurate 
information to criminal counsel and allow 
them to properly advise their immigrant 
clients regarding the potential immigration 
consequences for their guilty pleas. The 
chart also allows public defenders to think 
creatively on how to find “safe-haven” pleas 
for their immigrant clients. The hope is to 
distribute the chart to all county jails in 
Arizona to allow defendants to have a more 
informed role in the critical decisions that 
need to be made at all stages of the criminal 
proceedings.
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Causa (CPLC), which was just getting 

started around that time. My volunteer 

work with the UFW led to my receiving 

a Robert F. Kennedy Fellowship, which 

funded me to become the UFW’s first 

full time lawyer in Arizona. When I 

entered private practice, I continued 

some voluntary efforts for the UFW, but

became more intensely involved with 

CPLC, which was expanding its range of 

activities into economic development 

as well as community advocacy and 

service. In 1974, I became the first Anglo 

member of CPLC’s Board, and from 

1978-82, I was Chairman of the Board. 

During my years on the Superior Court 

and Court of Appeals, from 1982-2002, 

my engagement with human rights issues 

came largely case by case in matters 

that came before me as a judge, though 

I also had some involvement through 

bench and bar committees. (In 1995, for 

example, I was Vice Chair of the Chief 

Justice’s Juvenile Justice Commission.) 

And on Martin Luther King Day in 1995, 

I received the City of Phoenix Living 

the Dream Award for “courage and 

commitment to human rights,” which 

was certainly a high point for me and 

for my family. After I left the bench and 

came to the ASU College of Law, I felt 

free to become more engaged in human 

rights activities, and the Florence Project 

seemed like the best fit. 

What attracts you most about 
the Florence Project? 

My four grandparents were immigrants 

who came to the United States in the 

early 20th Century believing that our 

country meant what it said on the base 

of the Statue of Liberty. It seems to me 

that we have a long way to go to live up 

to those words. I want to be part of the 

effort. 

What are your goals in life? 

To be a good husband and father, 

to strike sparks of curiosity and 

commitment in my students, to see the 

beauty and humor all around me, and to 

play the right notes on my horn. 

FLORENCE IMMIGRANT 
AND REFUGEE RIGHTS 

PROJECT

Appointed President 
of the Florence Project 
Board of Directors in 
January 2006:
Conversation with the 
Honorable Noel Fidel

How long have you lived in 
Arizona? 

I came to Arizona in 1969 as a VISTA 

Volunteer, a few months after graduating 

from law school. (VISTA stands for 

Volunteers in Service to America ; it is 

the domestic Peace Corps.) 

What are your hobbies? 

I play the trumpet, mainly jazz, and have 

studied the piano too and want to get 

back to it, but lately have lacked time to 

practice both. Anne, my wife,  and I like 

hiking, bicycling, and skiing. And I read 

a lot. 

Describe your background with 
Human Rights issues. 

When I arrived in Phoenix as a VISTA 

Volunteer, I lived with a family in 

Campito, a South Phoenix Barrio, 

and worked closely with the Migrant 

Opportunity Program, the United Farm 

Workers (UFW), and Chicanos por la 

Noel Fidel, President of the Florence Project Board of Directors.
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Norton Tooby Books 
at the Eloy Detention 
Center

Norton Tooby, California Immigration 
Lawyer donated thousands of dollars worth 
of his books to the men detained in the 
Eloy Detention Facility. The books included 
Aggravated Felonies, Crimes Involving Moral 
Turpitude and Post-Conviction Relief. The 
detainees at Eloy have successfully used the 
books to challenge the charges of removal. 

Isaac Gaary Stepp, a long-time detainee in 
Eloy, was completely distraught to 

Norton Tooby

learn that he was facing deportation for life 
for his one conviction for sale of a small 
amount of a controlled substance. Isaac 
was born in Mexico and abandoned by his 
biological parents in infancy. He was soon 
adopted by two United States Citizen parents 
and lived his entire life in the United States. 
Isaac’s public defender, unfortunately failed 
to advise him of the consequences of his plea. 

Isaac decided to use Norton’s books to seek 
post-conviction relief, as he felt he had been 
denied effective assistance of counsel in his 
criminal plea. After studying Norton’s books, 
Isaac filed his own motion to vacate his 
criminal conviction in superior court. Isaac’s 
conviction was ultimately vacated and his 
immigration charges were dismissed. 
He is now living in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Norton’s books have bolstered the detainees’ 
ability to effectively represent themselves pro 
se. Fighting pro se from a detintion facility 
creates enormous obstacles fro most men as 
they have limited access to cutting edge legal 
materials which instruct them on how to fight 
against criminal charges of removel. Norton’s 
materials have revolutionized the legal skills 
of the detainees and have begun to level the 
playing field for the immigrants at Eloy. 
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2005 Volunteers and Interns

The Florence Project held its 4th Annual Volunteer Recognition Event on November 16, 2005 at Perkins, Coie, Brown 
& Bain in Phoenix, Arizona. Our sincere thanks to all of the volunteer interpreters, lawyers, doctors, students and 
others who assist the Florence Project and support the thousands of detained immigrant men, women and children in 
Arizona. On behalf of the immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers we serve, thank you!

Special thanks to all at Perkins, Coie, Brown & Bain for hosting the event!

2005 Volunteers Recognized by the Florence Project:
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Eloy Client Tells His Story

Released from Eloy in 2003, the following 
is the story of one client’s experience in 
detention:

I was born in Iran in 1964, and brought 
to this country when I was two. I grew 
up in California and English was my 
first language. Over time, I picked up 
some Farsi (the Iranian language) from 
my parents, but through study at school 
French, not Farsi, became my second 
language. My father had been a diplomat 
for the Shah of Iran and worked 
closely with the government. My first 
immigration status was on a diplomatic 
visa, but as ties with the U.S. were 
severed following the Iran hostage crisis, 
I adjusted status to that of permanent 
resident.

I had all the best opportunities growing 
up, went to private school, Ivy league 
college, and eventually law school, but in 
college I got involved with drugs. When 
I was 19, I was arrested for possession 
of marijuana, and in 2001, for cocaine. 
In 1996, I committed a commercial 
burglary and was sent to jail for over a 
year, although I spent most of it in work 
furlough. I made mistakes, and I paid the 
price. Each time either no one informed 
me of the immigration consequences or I 
remained ignorant.

Once I settled down and worked through 
my drug problem, I maintained good 
employment and was a productive 
member of society.

In 2004, while I was in the middle of law 
school, I was picked up by the INS for 
these old crimes and transferred to Eloy 
Detention Center in Arizona pending 
deportation. I was told that my name 
had come to the INS attention because 
it came up on a “sounds like” search that 
matched the name of a known terrorist. 
By the time I was picked up they knew 
I was no terrorist, but held me anyway 
because of my criminal record.

I spent one week in my street clothes 
in a detention center where dozens of 
us were crammed into a relatively small 
room with nothing to do but peer at 
some small televisions obscured by thick 
sheets of scratched up plexiglass, or play 
cards using milk bottle caps as chips. One 
day the guards passed us a piece of 
yesterday’s newspaper and everyone who 
could read English pored over each section, 
reading words and bylines that would 
normally not even be of interest. We had 

no choice—anything to pass the time.
We were allowed no visitors, and collect 
calls only at a rate that I later learned 
was close to three dollars per minute. 
One day we were allowed outside for an 
hour, and I paced the length of the small 
yard anxiously, wondering what would 
happen to me and whether I would ever 
see my home in California again.

From there I endured a twelve-hour 
ordeal shackled inside a plane to 
Arizona, and another series of buses 
to Eloy. I spent what seemed like the 
longest night of my life in a cold holding 
cell, lying flat on a steel bench staring at 
the fluorescent lights overhead.

The final destination was Eloy, and 
compared to where I had been, was a 
relative paradise. Nevertheless what 
became quickly apparent was that there 
was no way to know how long I would be 
here, or what would happen to me. I met 
people who had been in there for years, 
fighting their deportation.
 
At my second hearing I was denied 
bail because my offense was too recent 
– almost any conviction after 1996 made 
one bail ineligible. My case wound on 
for several months, with no end in sight. 
Because I was Iranian, and a son of a 
diplomat whose family faced persecution 
in Iran, I could not be deported but 
it was unclear when or if  I would be 
released. My family hired an attorney for 
me, and we struggled to make headway 
in the Eloy court system. It seemed that 
we were powerless to fight this system 
and that whatever the government 
proposed was rubber-stamped along.

There was very little to do while in 
detention other than read or watch 
television. I did a lot of both, and 
kept going to the law library to study 
immigration law. I also maintained 
contact with my fiancée, an American 
born in California, by writing to her 
daily and had occasional visits by my 
parents. I watched my father, thin and 
sallow looking and in pain from cancer, 
and asked him and my mother not to 
visit me again, but still they came. They 
wanted to show their support. 

Above all I used my time and long jogs 
and walks across the exercise yards to 
think about where I had gone wrong in 
my life and why I was here. I decided 
that I was here for a reason, and that 
something good would come of this. 
I attended twelve step meetings to 
strengthen my resolve to never return to 
drugs. I attended a drug rehabilitation 

class and knew I had to continue to 
remain drug free or I would be back in a 
place like this assuming I ever got out.

The worst aspect of the imprisonment 
was that no one really knew when he 
would get out. Even those ordered 
deported would wait for months just to 
get on a plane back to their countries. 
And some who were ordered released 
would be held because they were deemed 
“dangers to society.” This determination 
was often made even when the crimes 
were very old and non violent. 
My case dragged on. I hadn’t even 
reached my first hearing on the merits of 
my case.
One day when I was sitting down to 
dinner I was ordered back to my cell to 
pack up my belongings. Once outside 
I was bewildered. What had happened 
to me? Why was I set free? My attorney 
told me that my case had been dismissed 
but that this could all come up again 
sometime later. My old convictions are 
now on appeal, and may be vacated by 
the time the INS gets around to picking 
me up again. 

I feel that I was given a reprieve because 
I got out and was able to spend the last 
year of my father’s life with him. It has 
now been almost two years since I was 
picked up, and yet whenever I see anyone 
associated with law enforcement I get 
nervous. I think they are here to get me. 
Shortly after coming home I was at a 
twelve step meeting and heard the jangle 
of what appeared to be handcuffs on a 
uniformed person who entered the room, 
and I started looking around for a quick 
exit. It turned out it was a plumber, with 
some keys on his belt. 

My life today is completely on a right 
path. I am about to graduate from law 
school and yet, I remain ever vigilant 
and to some extent fearful that the 
nightmare could begin again, this 
nightmare of immigration detention 
and deportation that the U.S. Supreme 
Court has deemed to not be punishment. 
I wonder what the Supreme Court judges 
would think if  they had to spend a week 
in Eloy, wondering when or if  they would 
get out? Would they still consider endless 
months at Eloy not punishment?
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Staff Corner

The Florence Project is pleased to announce 

the following staff additions:

Ashley Kaper, Eloy Paralegal

Ashley ventured to Arizona in August 

after spending two years working as 

a criminal investigator at the Bronx 

Defender’s Office in New York. 

Alex McShiras, Children’s Initiative Paralegal

Alex graduated from Boston College 

with a B.A. in International Studies and 

History last May. He is currently a Jesuit 

Volunteer and is living in Phoenix, AZ 

with 3 other volunteers. 

Raha Jorjani, Florence Staff Attorney

Raha started with the Florence Project 

in August 2005. She was born in Tehran, 

Iran and came to the United States with 

her family when she was 6 years old. She 

grew up in the Bay Area and attended 

law school at CUNY. Raha has studied 

Iranian, Afro-Cuban, and Brazilian 

folkloric dances. Her favorite things to do 

are to travel, dance, and spend time with 

family and friends. 

Departures:

After five years at the Florence Project, 

Holly Cooper has accepted a position as 

Clinical Professor of Law at the University 

of California-Davis. Holly implemented 

the Children’s Initiative in 2000 where 

she advocated on behalf of hundreds 

of detained immigrant children. In her 

work at the Eloy Detention Center since 

2002 Holly has assisted thousands of 

detained men fight their removal from 

the United States. Holly is a true advocate 

whose dedication has touched the lives 

of thousands of detained individuals and 

their families. She will be sorely missed by 

the Florence Project. 

Martha Rickey leaves the Florence Project 

after one and a half years. Martha is 

joining the staff at the Northwest 

Immigrant Rights Project Farmworker 

Program in Granger, Washington. All 

at the Florence Project appreciate her 

determination and hard work. 

We wish both Holly and Martha the best of 

luck in their new adventures!! 

Integrated Social Services 
Program Returns to the 
Florence Project

The Integrated Social Services Program—
first implemented in 2001—offers 
supportive social services for detained 
individuals to better navigate the 
immigration removal process. After four 
years and despite our best efforts to raise 
funds, the Florence Project has been 
without a social worker since April 2005. 
The loss of this program has dramatically 
affected our ability to serve hundreds of 
detainees in Arizona including long-term 
detainees, asylum seekers, survivors of 
torture and the mentally ill. Now, 
through the generous gift of Mr. Neil 
Barsky and a grant from the Office of 
Refugee Resettlement, the Integrated 
Social Services Program will return to the 
Florence Project. 

The social worker will continue to 
be responsible for working with 
detained children and adults to 
support legal requests for release and 
relief from deportation, encourage 
family involvement, and help create a 
reintegration road map for adults released 
from immigration detention. We expect 
to have a new Social Worker by April 2006 
and will continue to provide updates on 
the progress of the program.

FLORENCE PROJECT SERVICES

In 2005, the Florence Project provided:

• legal orientation presentations to 12,479 men,
 women, and children in detention
• in-depth case assessment and follow up  services to
 6,758 people
•  intensive pro se assistance to 892 people 
•  representation at bond hearings to 100 people
•  case assessment and follow up services to 1,259
 children
• assisted or represented 261 people in their 
 merits hearings to seek legal status in the US

Additionally:

• 50 cases were referred for pro bono
 representation
• 111 volunteers assisted in Florence’s mission

Michele Dando, Office Manager, welcomed 
her first granddaughter, Isabella Veronica, 
into the world on November 4, 2005.

Victoria López, Executive Director, 
welcomed her daugther, Lucia Mar, into the 
world on October 29, 2005.

New Additions to the Florence 
Project Family:
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Mr. Alfred R. French
Ms. Sydney Frey
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. Gaylan Friesenborg
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey L. Gage
Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Gaskin II
Mr. Jason M. Gerrol
Ms. Barbara Goddard
Mr. Alan Goldman
Mr. & Mrs. Goldsmith
Mr. Timothy Gorham
Mr. Alvin Grancell
Ms. Maria M. Grijalva
Mr. & Mrs. N. Douglas Grimwood
Ms. Rachel Groneck
Mr. Romulo Guevera
Dr. Joseph Gutman
Mr. Phil Hall
Mr. Christopher Hamel
Mr. & Mrs. Larry A. Hammond
Mr. John R. Hannah & Ms. Kendra Tollackson
Mrs. Ellen G. Harrison
Ms. Angese N. Haury

Ms. Wanda Henson
Mr. Ezequiel Hernandez
Mr. Jerry M. Hernandez
Ms. Leticia Hernandez
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Hoffman
Rev. Richard & Mary Hofstad
Ms. Celeste Howard
Hon. Andrew D. Hurwitz
Mr. Peter Isbister
Pastor Robert & Ramona Jacobsen
Mr. Bram Jacobson
Pastor Curtis & Ruth Johnson
Mr. Stephen Johnston & Ms. Paige Winslett
Ms. Julie Karcis
Mr. Matthew Kashani
Ms. Ellen Sue Katz
Mr. Fredric Kay & Ms. Suzanne Rabe
Ms. Mara Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Kesselman
Mr. Hilmi Khelifa
Mr. & Mrs. David A. King
Ms. Margaret E. Kirch
Mr. Barry Kirschner & Ms. Leslie Nixon
Mr. & Mrs. Dick G. Korich
Mr. David Kornblau
Mr. Daniel M. Kowalski &
   Ms. Rebecca A. Henderson
Mr. Ira J. Kurzban
Mr. Gonkho Kyap
Mr. David Laird & Ms. Helen Ingram
Mr. David Lansky &
   Mrs. Renee T. Ward-Lansky
Rev. Luther & Janice Larson
Mr. & Mrs. Harmon Leete
Dr. Leslie Leighninger
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Leonard
Mr. Jared Leung
Mr. & Mrs. M. Randall Levin
Mr. Richard M. Lorenzen
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Lotenberg
Mr. Jeffrey S. Lubbers
Ms. Suzannah Maclay
Mr. Joseph E. Mais
Mr. Anthony Marks
Mr. & Mrs. Alan A. Matheson
Mr. Noel D. Matkin
Mrs. Carolyn Matthews
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Mcgarry
Ms. Patricia Lee Mcgrath
Mr. Alexander D. Mcshiras
Ms. Lori Melton Dawson
Ms. Joya Misra
Mr. & Mrs. Earl F. Montgomery
Mr. Fernando Montoya
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Muller
Mr. Jim Mullin
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Murphy
Pastor Ham & Pearl Muus
Ms. Nancy Myers
Ms. Susan Navran
Ms. Dena S. Neese
Ms. Ann Nelson
Pastor Robert M. Nervig

2005 Florence Project Supporters
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Mr. & Mrs. Donald Norgard Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. William Novotny
Mr. Chris Nugent, Sr.
Mr. Youngkyun Oh
Mr. Jim Oines
Rev. José Olagues
Pastor Arthur & Ruth Olsen
Pastor Orville & Yvonne Olson
Mr. & Mrs. Leanord Oppenheimer
Mr. & Mrs. Mauro Pando
Rev. Roger & Jo Claire Paulson
Mr. Fernando Perez
Mrs. Judith G. Peters
Mr. Arthur J. Piccinati
Mrs. Michelle A. Picone Kittredge
Ms. Lisa Pino
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Platner
Ms. Lupe Porter
Ms. Jacquelyn Powers
Mr. & Mrs. Keith W. Ragan
Mr. Sheldon Reich & Ms. Jean P. Saliman
Ms. Lisa M. Reid
Ms. Denise D. Resnik
Mr. Joel Revzen
Ms. Carmen Maria Rey
Ms. Joan A. Richards
Mr. & Mrs. William K. Rider
Ms. Carolyn C. Robbins
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Roden
Mr. Arturo Rosales & Ms. Graciela Serrano-Rivas
Dr. Jerzy Rozenbilt
Mr. Guillermo Sabajan
Ms. Carol Salazar
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel R. Salcito
Ms. Claire Sargent
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Scarboro
Ms. Virginia J. Schaefer
Mr. Robert E. Schmitt
Mr. William M Schwartz
Dr. & Mrs. August C. Schwenk
Mr. & Mrs. Mark A. Seale
Yuri Shah
Ms. Diane Sheets
Ms. Sandra Sheridan
Mrs. Kristin Siciliano
Mr. Roman Sidorov
Ms. Mary Sigler
Mr. Andrew Silverman & Ms. Starr Sanders
Ms. Keri Silvyn
Mr. Rene Siqueiros
Mrs. Geraldine J. Skinner
Ms. Carroll D. Smith
Ms. Alice Snell
Mr. & Mrs. Craig W. Soland
Pastor Leroy W. Stadem
Mrs. Barbara J. Stenberg
Dr. & Mrs. Maury B. Stern
Ms. Janet S. Story
Ms. Elizabeth Stover
Mr. Mark Strickland
Layne K. Stromwell, Ph.D.
Ms. Pamela K. Sutherland
Mrs. Pearl Mao Tang

Ms. Pamela A. Tillman
Ms. Carolyn Trowbridge
Mr. Paul Ulan
Robles Uriea
Ms. Elly Van Gelderen
Mr. & Mrs. Guillermo Varela
Mrs. Danielle L. Ventura-Fernandez
Mr. Florence Wagner & Ms. Judith Broder
Ms. Amy Walker
Mr. & Mrs. James Walsh
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Warden
Mr. Norman Weber
Rabbi & Mrs. Joseph Weizenbaum
Mr. & Mrs. David R. Wells
Mr. Daniel Wilch
Mr. Matt J. Wilch
Ms. Cheryl B. Willis
Richard & Suzie Yanez
Ms. Gloria G. Ybarra
Ms. Margot F. Zaterman

Corporations
Adler Management, LLC
Borderlinks
Boulders Realty Advisors
Butler Design Group
Charles F. Hadd Ent. Inc.
Pastiche Modern Eatery
L & B Foods Corporation
Lesco Optical
Lippow Development Co.
Park West Partners, LLC
Policy Development Group
Ryan Companies US, Inc
Salt River Project
Siefer Associates Architects
Suncor Development Company
Union Bank Of California

Faith-based Organizations
Faith Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church Of Florence
Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service
Presbyterian Church USA
Presbytery De Cristo
United Methodist Church
Valley Presbyterian Church

Foundations
APS Foundation
Arizona Community Foundation
Arizona Foundation For Legal Services & 

Education
Doctors Of The World
ExxonMobil Foundation
Holder Family Foundation
William S. & Ina Levine Foundation
Lodestar Foundation
Steve J. Miller Foundation
National Lawyers Guild
C.W. & Modene Neely Charitable Foundation
Neighborhood Funders Group
Norwich University

Public Welfare Foundation
RBC Dain Rauscher Foundation
Silicon Valley Bank Foundation
Vera Institute of Justice
Wallace Foundation of Arizona

Law Firms
Baird Williams & Greer, LLP
Law Offices Of Beshears Wallwork Bellamy
Brelje & Associates, PLC
Law Office Of Richard Castillo, PLLC 
Chandler & Udall, LLP
Coppersmith Gordon Schermer Owens & 
Nelson, PLC
Law Office Of John E. Crow
Fennemore Craig
Gammage & Burnham, PLC
Goldman & Goldman
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Ericka A. Kreider, Attorney At Law
Law Office Of Richard La Paglia
Law Office of Hugo Larios
Liberty O’Neill & Bibbens
Littler Mendelson Bacon & Dear, PLLC
Meyer Hendricks & Bivens, PA
Osborn Maledon
Law Office of Anthony Pelino
Perkins Coie Brown & Bain, PA
Piccarreta & Davis, PC
Law Office Of John D. Shaw
Snell & Wilmer, LLP
Tancer Law Firm, PLC
Law Office of Norton Tooby

Thank you for your support!

We have listed 2005 donations only. Please let 
us know if you believe your name has been 
omitted in error so that we can correct any 
mistakes. All 2006 donations will be listed in 
the next newsletter.

To donate to the Florence Project:
Mail a check or money order to:
The Florence Project 
P.O. Box 654
Florence, AZ 85232
Visit website & contribute via PayPal:
www.firrp.org

To volunteer for the Florence Project:
Call or email Jacquelyn Ahrenberg:
Jahrenberg@firrp.org
520.868.0191 x106

To contact the Florence Project or 
to schedule a visit:

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 654
Florence, AZ 85232
Phone: 520.868.0191
Fax: 520.868.0192
Website: www.firrp.org



Mission and Vision

The Florence Immigrant and Refugee Rights
Project, Inc., “Florence Project,” provides holistic, 
free legal and social services to immigrants, 
refugees, and U.S. citizens detained by the 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
in Arizona for immigration processing. The 
Florence Project serves men, women, and 
children, including those with mental health 
and social service needs. The Project believes 
that everyone should understand their rights 
and options under immigration law and 
have access to legal counsel. Although the 
government assists indigent criminal defendants 
and civil litigants through public defenders 
and legal aid attorneys, it does not provide 
attorneys for people facing deportation. 
The Project strives locally and nationally 
to address this inequity, working toward a 
more just and efficient judicial system for the 
rapidly increasing numbers of individuals in 
immigration detention.

About the Florence Project

The Florence Project’s work is carried out 
primarily through four programs: the Florence 
“Justice and Efficiency” Model, the Eloy Pro Se 
Model, the Detained Immigrant and Refugee 
Children’s Initiative, and the Integrated Social 
Services Program. As part of its direct legal 
services, the Project has created “Know 
Your Rights” videos and self-representation 
packets as an educational resource for non-
profit service providers and detained people 
nationwide. Nationally, the Florence Project 
advocates for positive change in federal policies 
and practices towards those detained and it 
serves as a resource-development and training 
center for detention program “best practices.” 
The Florence Project undertakes its national 
advocacy through membership in the Detention 
Watch Network, a coalition of more than 100 
nonprofit organizations work with the men, 
women, and children who are held in the U.S. 
as immigration detainees.
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Florence, AZ 85232

LA LÍNEA
The newsletter of the Florence Immigrant and Refugee Rights Project

SPRING 2006

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Phoenix, AZ

Permit No. 3333

To donate to the Florence Project:
Mail a check or money order to:
The Florence Project 
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