
“When I found out I’d won, I 
started to cry. I felt so very 
happy, and thankful for the 
Florence Project, not only 

for helping me but also 
so many others.”



GIVE, VOLUNTEER, CONTACT:

www.firrp.org
520.868.0191 x105
P.O. Box 654
Florence, AZ 85132   

With your support, the Florence Project provides 
free legal and social services to detained adults 

and unaccompanied children facing immigration 
removal proceedings in Arizona.

With your support, the Florence Project ensures 
that all immigrants facing removal have access to 

counsel, understand their rights under the law, and 
are treated fairly and humanely. 



support, we will increase our resources and be ready to 
respond to challenges ahead. Our hope and our work 
cannot be detained. Freedom and justice cannot be 
detained. We are here and the work continues.

Thank you for thinking of us and our clients during these 
challenging times for immigrants and refugees. Thank 
you for standing alongside us; we could not do our work 
without you. 

With sincere gratitude,

Lauren Dasse 
Executive Director 

P.S. Please visit our website to see more stories, statistics, 
and profiles of our wonderful staff and clients.

OUR HOPE AND OUR WORK CANNOT BE DETAINED.
FREEDOM AND JUSTICE CANNOT BE DETAINED.
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Reflecting on 2016, I am filled with immense 
pride about our staff and their accomplishments.  
Your donations help us support the lawyers, legal 
assistants, social workers, volunteers, and support 
personnel whose deep commitment to service, 
dogged perseverance, and broad expertise bring 
representation and hope to thousands. 

As we turn to the year ahead, anti-immigrant 
sentiment is on the rise. We are deeply concerned 
about planned increases to detention, prolonged 
detention of immigrants including asylum  
seekers, and a threatened increase to 
expedited removal, fast track deportations 
without an opportunity to see a judge. We are 
also concerned about possible increases to 
internal enforcement, which will increase fear 
in our communities and bring devastating 
family separation.

The Florence Project has been serving children, 
women, and men in immigration detention 
in Arizona for over 25 years. We reflect on our 
accomplishments from the past year, and we are 
energized for the work ahead. We will continue 
to fervently advocate for our clients. With your 

2017 brings huge challenges for our work. 
Perhaps the challenges are not so new. After 
all, we have stood strong alongside immigrants 
and refugees since 1989, and weathered many 
changes in immigration law and detention 
policy and practice. What is new is the greater 
urgency we feel to redouble our efforts to defend 
children, women, and men in immigration 
detention in Arizona. 
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“I was all alone,” recalled Daniel. “I could 
hardly bring myself to speak to the judge. 
When he gave me the asylum application, 
I couldn’t understand it.”

A HARD WON VICTORY: DANIEL’S STORY

“He’s the sort of kid who has always been focused on 
what’s important to him,” Laura said of Daniel. “His 
family has always been the most important thing to him, 
and he’s never lost sight of that.”

When Daniel is able to apply for naturalization, five years 
after having won his asylum case, he’ll be able to petition 
for his mom to lawfully migrate to the U.S., so that she 
can be free from his abusive stepfather.

About the future, Daniel feels hopeful. “I’ve always liked 
to help others. I used to help the pastor at my church 
in Honduras. He would run programs for people with 
alcohol and drug problems. My dream is to be able to 
study theology and one day become a pastor here in 
the United States.” 

*Name has been changed to protect client confidentiality

In Honduras, Daniel* suffered serious domestic 
violence at the hands of his stepfather, who 
would lock him out of the house for nights at a 
time when he was as young as five years old. By 
the time Daniel migrated to the United States, he 
had been living on his own for years, trying to 
escape his stepfather’s abuse. Sadly, his stepfather 
repeatedly found him and abused him. Daniel 
finally fled north, seeking safety. 

Like so many, Daniel endured a torturous 
journey to the U.S. He was kidnapped by a 
cartel in Mexico and held captive for days, 
until someone could pay the ransom for 
his release. 

Because those in immigration proceedings are 
not guaranteed a lawyer, many, even children, 
are forced to brave going to court alone.

When the Florence Project received a referral 
for Daniel’s case, he’d already been to one court 
hearing by himself. “I was all alone,” recalled 
Daniel. “I could hardly bring myself to speak 
to the judge. When he gave me the asylum 
application, I couldn’t understand it.”

The Florence Project legal team got right to 
work. They met with Daniel for hours on end, to 
prepare his asylum application and prepare him 
for his asylum interview with the government. 
They even bought him pan dulce, his favorite, 
to give him a dose of extra energy and courage 
before his final interview. 

Daniel’s asylum case was swiftly won and he 
received the good news right around his 19th 
birthday. “I felt great with the Florence Project. 
They were always there to help me. I felt so happy 
when I got my asylum granted. It was the happiest 
day of my life.”





Florence Project    2016 Annual Report5

“IT’S VERY DANGEROUS FOR SOMEONE WITH A COMPROMISED IMMUNE
SYSTEM TO BE AROUND A CONTAGIOUS VIRAL OUTBREAK”: SARA’S STORY

Sara* suffered severe violence and rapes in 
Central America, and fled seeking asylum in the 
U.S. Upon arrival, she was placed in immigration 
detention. Having been diagnosed with HIV, Sara 
worried that her condition would deteriorate 
while in detention. The Florence Project’s legal 
and social services teams pushed for Sara to be 
released from detention so that she could get the 
treatment so important to her health. 

While in detention, Sara confronted a series of 
situations that negatively impacted her medical 
condition. A measles outbreak spread through 
the Eloy Detention Center. She contracted 
shingles and broke out in a painful rash. She 
could not receive the particular diet and amount 
of exercise so critical for someone with HIV. 
While constantly worrying about her declining 
health, she became despondent and withdrawn.  

“I was so depressed, and I felt completely lost,” 
Sara says of her time in detention. 

“We were especially worried about her during the 
measles outbreak,” remembers Florence Project 
social worker Liz Casey. 

“It’s very dangerous for someone with a 
compromised immune system to be around a 
contagious viral outbreak.” 

Florence Project legal team members worked 
closely with Sara on her asylum application, while 
our social workers reached out to organizations 
that offer HIV treatment, therapy, and nutritional 
classes, and put together an extensive release plan 
with the hope of requesting Sara’s parole. 

“It was great that Sara was able to have a whole 
team of people working on her behalf,” says 
Liz. Staff at the Florence Project reached out to 

immigrant rights organizations in Tucson, and arranged 
for her to have weekly visits while in detention, which 
helped keep up her morale.  

The Florence Project requested that Sara to be released on 
parole, citing the many services and community support 
that awaited her outside of detention. That same day, they 
received notice that her release had been granted. 

“I think having a social-worker on board is key,” says 
Liz, “because social workers are able to focus on the 
humanitarian reasons, as opposed to the legal arguments, 
as to why someone should be released from detention. 
I researched Sara’s particular health needs, such as 
therapy, a balanced diet, daily exercise and consistent 
appointments with a general practitioner. And in a 
written memo, I gave an exhaustive explanation as to 
why those needs couldn’t possibly be met in detention. ”

Shortly after her release, Sara moved to Utah and is now 
living with her 17-year-old son. Sara is also receiving the 
medical care she needs through the Ryan White Program, 
a pro bono program referred to her by our social 
work team. 

“When I heard that I was getting out of detention 
I felt like I was in a movie. It was the most 
beautiful, meaningful moment of my life.”

*Name has been changed to protect client confidentiality



Empowering and Educating Youth 
Through Engagement

PROVIDING SERVICES BEYOND THE COURTROOM:
SOCIAL SERVICES AND LEGAL SERVICES PARTNERSHIP

134 men and women were provided 

social services in 2016.

Social workers connected 161 

clients with local resources that 

provided mental health, housing, and 

education support.

130 children were provided with 

social services in 2016, an increase of 

nearly 30% from last year.

With Your Support

The Florence Project has always 
been a front-runner in creating new 
mechanisms to assist individuals 
facing removal proceedings. The social 
services program is no exception, as 
one of the first legal services programs 
to have social workers on staff.
The social services program provides 
high-quality direct services and case 
management, and expands resources 
available to our clients. Your support 
provides clients with the tools and 
resources they need after their case is 
won in immigration court. Thank you. 

For our young clients, winning their immigration 
case is often just the beginning of getting settled in 
the U.S. In a greater effort to bring our clients together 
and give them the tools they need to succeed, last 
year we hosted client-centered events, including:

•	A “Healthy Living” workshop that addressed 
boundaries and sexual education;

•	An employment skills training with the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission of 
Phoenix that focused on labor rights, interviewing 
skills, and tips to use on job applications and 
interviews; and

•	A client appreciation picnic to encourage 
our clients to meet each other and form peer 
mentorship networks, and remind them that they 
are much more than their legal case. 
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Jose* had a troubled childhood in El Salvador. He 
began working at the age of six, was abused by 
his father, and relentlessly targeted by gangs that, 
because of his family estrangement, saw him as 
easy prey.  By the age of seventeen, Jose decided 
that joining the military was the only realistic 
option he had to protect himself against the gangs 
that had overtaken his city. 

Jose’s renewed sense of safety did not last long. 
When he witnessed a military officer sexually 
abuse another officer, he felt he had no choice 
but to speak out. “When you’re speaking the 
truth there should be no reason to be afraid,” 
Jose said of his embattled time in the military. He 
saw it as his duty to report the incident, and was 
dismayed to find himself discharged from the 
military shortly after. 

The gangs began to target him with renewed 
viciousness. “The gangs wanted revenge,” Jose 
said. “Because I’d been in the military, they saw me 
as being a part of the laws working against them.” 

Jose came to the U.S. to ask for asylum, and like 
many asylum seekers, was placed in immigration 
detention in Arizona. 

Jose and the legal team at the Florence Project 
poured their hearts into winning his asylum 
case. We worked with Jose to fully develop the 
facts and collect the necessary documentation 
of his military status, past childhood abuse, and 
the gang threats he had received. We spent hours 
drafting his declaration, not an easy task as the 
trauma Jose had endured made it all the more 
difficult for him to open up about his past.  

Our attorneys represented him in his final hearing, 
totaling nearly nine hours in court. “It was hard 

for him to communicate his story at first because of the 
trauma,” Shannon Johnson, Florence Project asylum 
attorney, remembered. “But as we built trust and worked 
with him extensively he was able to share more and 
become more involved in his legal process.”

Jose shares Shannon’s sentiment. “When I was first 
detained I became very depressed. It was hard for me to 
open up. But when I saw that I really did have a chance to 
be released from detention and legally remain in the U.S., 
that’s when everything changed for me.” 

“Asylum is one of the main claims to immigration relief 
that people have,” Shannon says. “But it’s so nuanced.  
Though some people do win their cases without 
representation, the vast majority don’t. Many don’t 
make it to their final hearing. They give up after being 
in detention for so long, or they can’t afford a lawyer. 
It’s important to work hard with our asylum clients and 
strive to bring more detail and humanity to the stories 
they present before the judge.” 

*Name has been changed to protect client confidentiality

“WHEN YOU ARE SPEAKING THE TRUTH THERE SHOULD BE NO REASON
TO BE AFRAID”: JOSE’S STORY



Much of our work is on the ground, 
providing direct services in detention 
centers and trying to help our clients as 
much as possible within the confines of 
our current laws. At the same time, we 
see the need to be part of a nationwide 
conversation about our immigration 
system, and to actively push toward 
changing the laws that so deeply affect 
our clients. In this effort, the Florence 
Project has signed on to several 
“friend of the court” amicus briefs that 
have been filed in the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals and the Board of 
Immigration Appeals (BIA). Working 
at the appellate level is critical because 
ultimately that’s where the laws 
affecting our clients can be changed. 

Bringing our clients' voices to the 
BIA, the Ninth Circuit, and even 
the Supreme Court gives us the 
opportunity not only to help the 
population we serve in Arizona, 
but also so many others who find 
themselves in similar situations. We 
recognize the importance in bridging 
the gap between direct services and 
the US immigration system, and will 
continue to work hard to create a 
united front between the two.

BRIDGING THE GAP THROUGH LEGAL ADVOCACY

28 men and women with serious 

mental health issues were represented 

by a Florence Project staff attorney in 

2016, a 30% increase from last year.

Staff attorneys provided 218 legal 

orientation  presentations to 4,882  

adults.

1,264 men and women were screened 

for asylum claims in 2016, 150 of which 

were victims of crime or trafficking.

With Your Support
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attend one of Eduardo’s DCS hearings in juvenile court 
to explain why he couldn’t be there. Lilia, along with 
Florence Project social workers, also made continuous 
efforts to reach out to Eduardo’s DCS attorney and case-
worker. When Lilia later moved to Washington D.C., she 
even flew back to Arizona twice to continue representing 
Eduardo in his hearings. A year into Eduardo’s detention, 
our social workers successfully worked with his DCS 
caseworker in order to secure weekly visitations with his 
kids. This was a huge step, as Eduardo had not seen his 
children in over a year. 

A testament to Lilia’s work is how much Eduardo 
changed throughout the course of his case. Eduardo was 
despondent and reserved when he first started working 
with Lilia and the Florence Project. By the time Eduardo 
had his final hearing, he had thoroughly studied his case 
and calmly spoke to various technical legal issues that 
came up in court. 

Lilia and Eduardo won his immigration case, and he is 
now living with his mother and two children. As Pro 
Bono Coordinator Charles Vernon said, “Lilia is among 
the inspiring group of dedicated attorneys who keep 
coming back for more and more of these tough cases.” 

“The work of the Florence Project changes lives. 
It gives people the opportunity to reunite with their 
families and to experience a justice system that can 
work for them. It has also changed my life, making 
me a more fierce and compassionate advocate.”

- Honorable Lilia Alvarez, Pro Bono Attorney

9

*Name has been changed to protect client confidentiality

KEEPING FAMILIES TOGETHER FOR OVER 25 YEARS: EDUARDO’S STORY

Eduardo* came to the United States from Mexico 
as a young child. Many years later, he found 
himself in immigration detention, fighting to stay 
in the only country he called home and be with 
his children. Eduardo’s partner, and the mother 
of his children, has long suffered from drug abuse 
and mental health issues. While Eduardo was 
detained, Arizona’s Department of Child Safety 
(DCS) opened a custody severance case against 
both he and his partner. 

Florence Project staff were quick to understand 
the urgency of Eduardo’s situation, and our staff 
promptly banded together to push for his release 
from detention. Our social workers quickly 
discovered that Eduardo’s DCS case worker had 
not been in contact with him, and they didn’t 
know that he was detained.  Our pro bono team 
reached out to noted attorney Lilia Alvarez, 
who agreed to take on Eduardo’s case on a 
volunteer basis. 

A year into Eduardo’s detention, our social 
workers successfully worked with his DCS case 
worker in order to secure weekly visitations 
with his kids.

Eduardo’s case was continued four times, with 
months-long waiting periods between each 
hearing. In the meantime, DCS continued to push 
for severance of his parental rights. Lilia went 
above and beyond to fight for both Eduardo’s 
immigration and DCS cases. She went as far as to

Because many state child welfare agencies do 
not have established protocol for working with 
Immigration Customs Enforcement, parents 
in detention are often left without plans for 
family reunification, just like Eduardo. 



DANIEL’S STORY OR ANOTHER HEADER?BRINGING HOPE, SAFETY, AND JUSTICE THROUGH PARTNERSHIP WITH 

VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS

In light of the increased demand for our 
work, your generosity spearheaded the 
expansion of our pro bono program, 
to mentor those who are interested in 
taking on immigration cases with the 
Florence Project. 
The expansion of our Pro Bono Program 
is crucial for three reasons: 

The vast majority of the pro bono attorneys 
we work with do not have a background in 
immigration law. Taking on a pro bono case with 
the Florence Project sheds light on the immense 
bravery and determination of our clients.  
We are grateful to our talented, dedicated pro 
bono attorneys. Thank you for helping us expand 
our network and provide a greater chance of 
success for our clients.

•	By placing cases with pro bono attorneys 
we’re able to share the immensely 
meaningful experience of making a 
palpable difference in someone’s life.

•	Pro bono attorneys help us extend our 
reach and serve a greater population 
than would otherwise be possible. 

With Your Support

34 unaccompanied minors 

were provided with pro bono 

representation, and

73 men and women were 

provided with pro bono 

representation in 2016.

•	Working with pro bono attorneys consistently 
helps build immigrant allies in Tucson,  Phoenix, 
and beyond. 

10Florence Project    2016 Annual Report



Florence Project    2016 Annual Report11

Milagros Cisneros, Esq.
Board President
Office of the Federal Public 
Defender
Margarita Silva, Esq.
Vice President
M. Silva Law Firm PLC
Ira Feldman
Treasurer
Felco Business Services
Cindy Villanueva, Esq.
Secretary
Lewis Roca Rothberger 
Christie, LLP
Sara Agne, Esq.
Snell & Wilmer, LLP

Susan Anderson, Esq.
Office of the Federal Public 
Defender
Alexander Arpad, Esq.
David K. Androff, 
M.SW., Ph.D.
Arizona State University
Dan Bagatell, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP

Nelba R. Chavez, Ph.D.

Nathan Fidel, Esq.
Miller, Pitt, Feldman 
& McAnally, PC

Ty Frankel, Esq.
Bonnett, Fairbourn, 
Friedman, & Balint PC
Leticia Hernandez
JP Morgan Chase Bank
Philip R. Higdon, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
Margaret Kirch
Rachael Myer Curley
DRA Collective
Andrew Silverman, J.D.
James E. Rogers College of 
Law - University of Arizona 

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND FINANCIALS

REVENUE FOR 2016

Contracted Legal 
Services $2,903,458.29 84%

Foundation 
Grants $306,090.88 9%

Individuals $167,557.18 5%

Law Firms/
Corporations/
Religious Orgs.

$82,108.46 2%

Total Revenue $3,459,214.81 100%

5%
2%

84%

9%

EXPENSES FOR 2016

Program 
Services $2,492,798.08 80%

Office 
Overhead $317,258.36 10%

Building Cost $152,174.37 5%

Management & 
Fundraising $168,260.41 5%

Total Expenses $3,130,491.22 100%

80%

10% 5% 5%

5%

5%

80%

10%

REVENUE DISTRIBUTION FOR 2016

Adult Program $659,245.04 19%

Children’s 
Program $2,299,433,45 66%

Social Services 
Program $135,991.43 4%

General $364,544,89 11%

Total Revenue $3,459,214.81 100%

11%

66%

19%

4%



In 2016, clients 

served were from 44   
countries and spoke 

66 languages.

IMPACT OF YOUR SUPPORT IN 2016

12,693
Number of men, women, and children who received 

legal consultations and case analysis in 2016.

600+
Number of cases that were opened to represent 

detained men, women, and children in 2016.

Number of men, women, and children who were 

provided with legal orientation presentations in 2016.

17,720

With Your Support

9 panels in collaboration with community partners, consultants, working groups, and 

consulates that discussed family reunification, services for unaccompanied minors, and 

youth programs.

13 trainings on topics such as representing victims of human trafficking, pro bono 

representation, basic deportation defense, and asylum law.

10 presentations to practicing immigration attorneys.
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THANKS TO YOU, THOUSANDS OF INDIVIDUALS UNDERSTAND THEIR RIGHTS AND ARE FREE FROM HARM.
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Joseph and Selena Keesecker
Hannah Kenagy
Jeff and Gloria Kilmark
David and Patricia King
Jeanne Marie Kleespie
Judy Krysik and Alonso Peralta
Laura Kurtzberg
Ira Kurzban
Andrew Laurenzi
Wendy Lauring
Frank Long
Pat Lopez III
Jeffrey Lubbers
Patricia Manning
Amelia Marritz
Vance and Nancy Hicks 

Marshall
Hubert Martin
Alan and Milicent Matheson
James Matthews
Jeanne Matthews
Helen McCauslin
Jane McClellan
John McDonald
Elizabeth Grace McEniry
Joseph and Sarah McGarry
Ruth McGregor
Grace McIlvain and Charles 

Spears
Annie Mehlman
Teresita Mercado 
Emily Meyer
Werner Meyer 
Emily Miller
Rita Moreno

Diego and Elena Navarrette
Susan and James Navran
Carrie Nelson
Ursula Obser-Misangyi
Christine O’Connell
Andy and Angelica Orta
Van O’Steen and Debbie 

Harrison
David Ouimette
Jose Padilla
Stewart and Mary Jo Pattison
Harry and Amy Paul
Bradley Perry
Deirdre Peterson
Katharine Peterson and Pierre 

Landau
Larry Pfeiffer
Michael Piccarreta
Lynda Pires
David and Donna Porter
David Princehouse
Doris Marie Provine
Jaakko Puisto 
Marilyn Purvis
Michael Radcliff
Doug Ramsdell
Beverly Raphael Konik
Emma Rekart
Herschel and Valerie Richter
Linda and John Risseeuw
Max Rivlin-Nadler
Sarah Roberts
Robert Roos
Francisco Rosales and 

Graciela Serrano
Patricia Rumer
Cary and Christina Sandman
Damaris Santos Palmer
Ann and James Scarboro
Barry and Willa Schreider
Karen Schroeder

Nirej Sekhon
Steve Sherick
Ronald Siegel
Rene Siqueiros
Boyd Slomoff and Holly 

Greenwell
Kathryn Smith
John and Jane St. John
Rachel St. John
Cary and Shirley Stegman
Maury and Susan Stern
Jeannette Sweson Reeves
Robert Tancer
Peter and Mary Thomas
Nora Timmerman
Lillian Trienens
Elizabeth Vlassis
Linda and Rick Waddell
Craig Warren
Rachel Weisshaar
Stephen Wertheimer
Debra Westmaas
Helen Whitney Watriss
James Wiesenberg
Bonnie Willdorf
Devlin Winkelstein
Paige Winslett and Stephen 

Johnston
Angus Wright and Mary 

Mackey
Laura Wrubel
Richard and Suzie Yanez
Rabbi Shmuly and Shoshana 

Yanklowitz
Fredric Zaun
Mary Zins

Melissa Allain
Janet Altschuler
Meghan Arnold
David Asser

FRIEND (UP TO $100)
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Lina Austin
Kristin Baack and Bernard 

Deazley
Sharon Bagatell
Maureen Ballard
Annabel Barraza
Peter and Mary Estela Biava
Lynn Biehl
Mathias and Ryden Bildhauer
Laura Bixby
Angela Bradshaw Napper
Michelle Brandemuehl
Baird Bream
Mario Bruzzone
Joan Bundy
Barbara Burstein
Henry and Sara Busey
Allen and Carolyn Butler
Jeff and Lucy Carstens
Vanessa Cascio
Myra and Jeff Cates
Camille Shadegg Catsaros
Laraine Chieffo
Eunice Cho
Clyde and Nancy Christensen
Paul Clarkson 
Rick Cohen
Austin Converse
William Cook
Scott Cooley
Robert and Paulette Cooper
Avery Couchman
Robert Coughlon Jr.
Desiree Creitoff
Sean Crews
Elva De La Torre
John Destefano
Evelyn Dilworth and Bill 

Hickman
Deborah and William Dinyes

Karina Dobarro
Shirley Drake
Claudia Ellquist
Gail Fadenrecht and Walter 

Flom
Kaitlyn Fitzgerald
Christopher Flood
Jessica Frisina
Megan Fuller
Leanne Gagliardi
Stanley and Jill Gering
Charles Gillespie
Rosa Gilmore
Oscar and Maria Giner
Jane Gish
Darlene Glover
Johnnie Godfrey
Lucas Goldstone
Evan Gorelick
Teresa Gotthardt
Glen Hammond
Clare Hanusz and Nevzat 

Soguk
Virginia Haro
V. Voncille Henry
Daniela Hernandez
Richard and Shirley Holbrook
Emily House
Kathleen Howe
Libby Howell
Laura Jean-Rambikur
Patricia Keenan
Thalassa Kingsnorth
Diana Kleinhesselink
Carmelle Kniss
Bryna Koch
Carol and Dick Korich
Lisa Ledvora
Jonathan Levy
Gisele Lewis

Lucy and Donald Logan
Victor and Bessie Lopez
Karen Loschiavo
Gerald and Selma Lotenberg
Maura Madden
Nancy McCharen and David 

Bellama
Robert McCright
Carol Moeller-Costa
Bibi Momsen
Olivia Montesano
Dorothy Montgomery
Manfred Muecke
Jacquelyn Oesterblad
James and Randi Oines
Oscar Ojeda
Kevin O’Riley
Elizabeth and Gordon Packard
Kellye Pinkleton
Tim Pompa
Jeff and Janice Procter-Murphy
Ernesto Quesada
Katrina Quisumbing-King
Amber Rabon-Luna 
Dana Rakinic
Yesenia Ramales-Perez
Raul Ramirez
Edwin Ramos
Ruben Reyes
Jessica Reznick
Carolyn Robbins
Anne Ronan
Michael and Lois Rose
Kathleen Rose
Constance Rumer
Jean Saliman
Cara Saraco
Karen Scates
Elizabeth Segal
Tom Shea

William Shebar
David Shor
Stuart Siefer
Doralina Skidmore
Rita Smalling
Carroll and Marilyn Smith
Jan Spaeth
Mariette Spence Ambri
Noelle and Anne St. Cyr
Richard and Linda Staats
Eileen Sterlock
Linda and Peter Stevenson
Katherine Swanson
Jessica Swensen
Patti Syverson
Ramsay and Janet Thomas
Wylie Timmerman
Roni Tropper
Janet Tung
Kristen Ungazman
Serena Unrein
Kaitlin Vigil
Christina Villegas
Andrew Wachtenheim
Michael Wahl
Maria Walkuski
Rebecca Wallach
Chris Walters
Richard and Barbara Warden
Jan Waterman and Andrew 

Robinson
Phyllis Wells
Logan Wille
Trey Williams
Rebecca Wolozin
Christina Wu

16Florence Project    2016 Annual Report

THANKS TO YOU, THOUSANDS OF INDIVIDUALS UNDERSTAND THEIR RIGHTS AND ARE FREE FROM HARM.

2016 FLORENCE PROJECT SUPPORTERS



Florence Project    2016 Annual Report17

Carmen Abarca-Wilson, Abarca Wilson 
Law, PLC

Mario Acosta, Jr., Law Office of Mario 
Acosta Jr.

Olfa Ben Aicha, Law Office of Olfa 
Ben Aicha

Sophia Alonso, Steptoe & Johnson, LLP
Honorable Lilia Alvarez 
Zayed Al-Sayyed, The Law Offices 

of Zayed Al-Sayyed, PLLC
Marisol Angulo, Hernandez Global PLLC
Jason Ankeny, Ankeny Law
Elizabeth Balfour, Sheppard, Mullin, 

Richter & Hampton, LLP
Vicenta Banuelos-Rodriguez, Banuelos 

Law Office
Vanessa Black, Vanessa Black Immigration 

Law Firm
Jill Bloom, Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen 

& Loewy, LLP
Blaine Bookey, UC Hastings Center for 

Gender & Refugee Studies
Cabell Breckinridge
Terrence Brown
Jose Carrillo, Quarles & Brady, LLP
Jorge Castañeda, Castañeda Law
Oscar Castañeda, Castañeda Law
Erendira Castillo, Law Practice 

of Erendira Castillo
Shuting Chen, Law Office of Shuting Chen
Jason Choy
Holly Cooper, UC Davis School of Law
Joen E. Copeland Aguirre, Apoyo Legal 

PLLC
Stephanie Corcoran, ABC Immigration – 

Abogados Black & Corcoran
Quintin Cushner, Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Jena Decker-Xu, Fragomen, Del Rey, 

Bernsen & Loewy, LLP
John Destefano, Hagens Berman Sobol 

Shapiro, LLP
Sambo Dul, Perkins Coie, LLP
Stephan Eggum, Fragomen, Del Rey, 

Bernsen & Loewy, LLP
Rebecca Eissenberg, Law Offices of 

Matthew H. Green
Judy Flanagan, Judy C. Flanagan, PC
Katie Flannery, UNHCR
Aneesha Gandhi, National Immigrant  

Justice Center

Seth Goertz, Snell & Wilmer, LLP
Mo Goldman, Goldman & Goldman, PC
Marianne Gonko, Gonko Law Office
Lincoln Green, The Law Office 

of Lincoln Green Jr., PC
Anthony Guidice, Anthony Guidice 

Immigration Law
Kendra Haar, Perkins Coie, LLP
Patrick Hall, Brownstein, Hyatt, Farber, 

Schreck, LLP
Kristi Hancock, Kristi Hancock Law, PLLC
Alyson Harry
Shannon Hennessey, Hennessey, PLLC
Edward Hermes, Quarles & Brady, LLP
Noriana Hermes, Citizenship Now!
Ezekiel Hernandez, Hernandez Global 

PLLC
Phil Higdon, Perkins Coie, LLP
Betsy Hollingsworth, Arizona Summit Law 

School
Kristina Holmstrom, Lewis Roca 

Rothgerber Christie, LLP
Kari Hong, Boston College Law School
Saul Huerta, The Huerta Law Office PLLC
Bob Jobe, Law Offices of Robert B. Jobe
Adiba Jurayeva, Quarles & Brady, LLP
Kathleen Kahn
Sital Kalantry, Cornell Immigration 

Appellate Clinic
Adam Kaplan, Microchip Technology Inc. 
Brian Y. Kim, Dentons US LLP
Mark Kittredge, Perkins Coie, LLP
Andrew Knapp, Western State College 

of Law
David Koch, Goodwin Procter, LLP
Julia J. Koestner, Quarles & Brady, LLP
Rona Lamiquiz, Quarles & Brady, LLP
Frank G. Long, Dickinson Wright
Brian Manning, Snell & Wilmer, LLP
Estelle McKee, Cornell Law School
Nicholas Meza, Quarles & Brady, LLP
James H. Moon, Latham & Watkins, LLP
Laura Murray-Tjan, Federal Immigration 

Appeals Project
Karen Nagle, Nagle Law Group
David Ouimette, Dickinson Wright
Brad Pack, Engelman Berger, PC
Luis Parra, Parra Law Offices PLLC
Laura Pasqualone, Lewis Roca 

Rothgerber Christie, LLP

Anthony Pelino, Law Office of Anthony 
Pelino, PLLC

Christina Powers, Law Office of Christina 
L. Powers

Nina Rabin, James E. Rogers College of 
Law - University of Arizona

Misbah Rashid, Institute of Global 
Engagement

Adam Reich, Thorpe Shwer, PC
Juan Rocha, Juan Rocha Law Office
Daniel Rodriguez, Diaz, Rodriguez 

& Associates
Katie Ruhl, Ruhl Immigration, PLLC
Mercedes Ryden, Burns Law Office, PLC
Jesse Salen, Sheppard, Mullin, Richter, 

& Hampton, LLP
Andres Sanchez, Lewis Roca Rothgerber 

Christie, LLP 
Erin Schaad, Erin Schaad Law
Spencer Scharff, Goddard Law Office, PLC
Gregory S. Schneider, Squire Patton Boggs
John Shaw, Law Office of John D. Shaw
Sandra Sheridan Reguerin, Fragomen, 

Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP
Imraan Siddiqi, Council on 

American-Islamic Relations – Arizona 
Margarita Silva, Silva & Fontes
Kelly Smith, The Law Offices of Kelly 

A. Smith
Timothy Strong, Steptoe & Johnson, LLP
Selma Taljanovic, The Law Office of Patricia 

G. Mejia, PC
Andrea Taylor, Osborn Maledon
Megan Oliver Thompson, Hanson Bridgett, 

LLP
Olga Chantel Tomchin, National Day 

Laborer Organizing Network
Claudia Valenzuela, National Immigrant 

Justice Center
Carl Volz, Dechert LLP
Hillary Walsh, The Law Office of Hillary 

Gaston Walsh
Anita Wu, Loeb & Loeb, LLP
Stephen Yale-Loehr, Cornell Law School
Liban Yousuf, Council on American-Islamic 

Relations – Arizona 
German Yusufov, Yusufov Law Firm, PLLC
Keren Zwick, National Immigrant 

Justice Center

PRO BONO ATTORNEYS 2016
WE THANK OUR PRO BONO ATTORNEYS FOR VOLUNTEERING THEIR VALUABLE TIME AND MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN 
OUR CLIENTS' LIVES.
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Martin Ruiz, Phoenix Office Coordinator
Natalia Salazar, Tucson Legal Assistant
Berenice Sanchez, Phoenix Legal Assistant
Larry Sándigo, Esq., Pro Bono Mentor
Gabrielle Shaw, Tucson Administrative Assistant
Luis Valencia Amaya, Phoenix Pro Bono Legal Assistant
Jennifer Varela, Phoenix Senior Legal Assistant
Laura von Dohlen, Tucson Legal Assistant

FLORENCE & ELOY TEAM
Laura St. John, Legal Director
Charles Vernon, Esq., Pro Bono Mentor
Annabel Barraza, Florence Legal Assistant
Liz Bradley, Esq., Senior Staff Attorney
Lola Bovell, Esq., Staff Attorney/Interim Managing Attorney
Genevieve Grijalva, Administrative Assistant
Lauren Kostes, Esq., Staff Attorney
Brent Johnson, Esq., Staff Attorney
Shannon Johnson, Esq., Asylum Attorney 
Yessenia Medrano, Esq., Staff Attorney
Jasmina Nogo, Esq., Mental Health Attorney
Carmen Smith-Estrada, Eloy Legal Assistant

SOCIAL SERVICES TEAM
Kaitlin Porter, LMSW, Social Services Coordinator
Anna Marie Smith, LMSW, Children’s Social Worker 
Liz Casey, Florence/Eloy Social Worker
Beth Lowry, Case Worker

ADMINISTRATION
Lauren Dasse, Esq., Executive Director
Christian Avila, Accounts Manager
Amalia Luxardo, A.B.D., Development & Research Director
Jamie Martin Bengtson, M.A., Operations Manager

CHILDREN’S TEAM
Golden McCarthy, Esq., Children’s Program Director
Nestor Allende-Ásparo, Esq. Phoenix Staff Attorney
Jessica Alvarado, J.D., Phoenix Law Graduate
Lillian Aponte Miranda, Esq. Phoenix Staff Attorney
Kaia Austin, Tucson Legal Assistant
Laura Belous, Esq. Tucson Managing Attorney
Melinda Butler-Christensen, Esq. Phoenix Staff Attorney
Rocío Castañeda, Esq. Phoenix Managing Attorney 
Gabriela Corrales, Esq. Tucson Staff Attorney
Rebecca Curtiss, Esq.  Tucson Staff Attorney
Gloria Elox, Phoenix Data Entry Assistant
Pamela Florian, Esq. Phoenix Staff Attorney
José Garcia-Madrid, Phoenix Legal Assistant 
Brenda Gonzalez, Phoenix Legal Assistant
Patrick Helling, Esq. Phoenix Managing Attorney
Cristina Infanzón, J.D., Phoenix Law Graduate
Jimmy Leyva, Esq. Justice AmeriCorps Legal Fellow
Joanna Lopez, Phoenix Legal Assistant
Salvador Macías, Phoenix Law Clerk
Diana Mendoza-Counts, Phoenix Legal Assistant
Ana Miranda, Phoenix Legal Assistant
Adriana Moreno Nevárez, Phoenix Staff Attorney
Natima Neily, Phoenix Legal Assistant
Roxana Ortez Avila, J.D., Phoenix Law Graduate
Bethany Palmer, Esq. Phoenix Staff Attorney
Carmen Pérez, Phoenix Senior Legal Assistant
Yesenia Ramales, Phoenix Senior Legal Assistant
Andrea Reyes, Phoenix Legal Assistant
Griselda Rivera, Phoenix Data Entry Assistant
Hugo Rodriguez, Phoenix Legal Assistant
Diana Roque, Phoenix Legal Assistant

(as of December 31, 2016)
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